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would   then   never   be   accomplished.    But   they
ought to have been foreseen, which they have aot;
so that the public only perceives, In this suppres-
sion, a real evil in return for  an unasked good.
This   mania  to   undersell   the   smugglers,   or   to
destroy illicit trade, if  great   care   be  not taken,
will  be more  injurious   to  the   people   than  the
trade   itself  was   to   the   state.1     Opposition   to
contraband trade ought to be the consequence of
one comprehensive system;   and those are short-
sighted views which endeavour to correct  partial
abuses,  that   appertain   to   the   general   vices   of
administration.    The refining of sugar, the fabri-
cating  of arms,   silk,   gauze,   stuffs,  cloths,  in  a
word,   whatever    relates    to    industry,    all    are
directed  by regulations   destructive to  commerce.
But   may  all   this   vanish   by   a   single   act   of
volition?    Impossible;   without producing convul-
sions   in  the   state.     And   thus   are   truth   and
benevolence   discredited,   and   kings   discouraged.
Woe to him who puUs down without precaution 1

i In what does the difference between the state and
the people consist ? The question is asked to induce the
young, not ihe well-informed, reader to reflect.